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habitation on the American continent,
Major Pike took the altitude ami record-- j

ed it at 13,531 feet above sea level, but j

it is now ascertained to be only li,3(35.
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nervous state about fire, I waited till he
was alone in the pilot-hous- e, and then
set fire to a little wad of cotton, stunVd
it into the shaking-tube- , and the smell
came right out under his nose. A little
sugar in it, pard."

Bearing Profitable Horses.

wnl in una nf tho mrwirtit of tlio '

Agricultural Department states that
speed in a horse has now become essen- -

tiul to the comfort and convenience of
the people, and it commands its money
value accordingly. The wants as well
as the habits and tastes of the communi-t- y

have changed materially since rail-
road traveling has become so universal.
Men accustomed to a speed of from
twenty to thirty miles an hour in the
cars cannot he expected to content them
selves with tbe common rate of five or
six miles an hour, and the majority of
the people now want a horse to go off
easilv and even without over urging at
the rate of ten or even twelve miles an
hour, and the horses that do it are not
very common, whereas formerly they
were only exceptions to the general rate
of speed. Speed is, to be 6iire, only one
of the many qnal;ties which are essen-

tial to a good roadster, and size, style,
action, temper, form, constitution and
enduring qualities are equally impor
tant in making a general estimate of the
character of the horses of this or any
other period. The aggregate money
value has been greatly enhanced be-

cause of the number of fast horses has
increased, and speed will demand its
price. The art of training the horse to
tie trot or to any other gtte, and devel-

oping all his powers in it, is far better
understood now than it was forty or
even twenty years ago, and the increase
in speed has been to a great extent due
to this source. Then it is a well ascer-
tained fact that the exercise and devel
opment of any particular qualities or
capacities in animals not only enables
them to excel in such characteristics be-

come hereditary, or at least are much
more easily trained and developed in
their offspring. There is another thing
which has operated most hopefully on
the general improvement of our horses,
especially in their speed, and that is the
high price which they have commanded
during the last few years. The profit
made in producing first-cla- ss animals
have been great, and the stimulus it has
aflorded to skill in breeding has been of
itself sufficient to account for much of
the progress that has been made. X.
Y. Herald.

A Ship With Wings and Paddles.
From the Gainesville (Ga.) Eagle.

Mr. Micajah Dyer, of Union county,
has recently obtained a patent for an ap
paratus for navigating the air. The
machine is an ingenious one, containing
principles entirely new to aeronauts,
and which the patantee confidently be- -

ieves have solved the knotty problem
of air navigation. The body of ihe
machine in shape resembles that of an
eagle, and is intended to be propelled by
lifferent kinds of devices, wings and
paddle wheels, both to be simultaneous-
ly operated through the instrumentality
of mechanism connected with the driv
ing power. In OJierating the machinery,
the wings receive an upward and down-

ward motion, in the manner of the
wings of a bird, their outer ends viewi
ng as they are raised, but opening out,

and then remaining rigid while being
depressed. The wings, if desired, may
be set at angle so n to propel forward
as well as to raise the machine in the
air. The paddle wheels are intended to
be used for propelling the machine in
the same way that a vessel is propelled
on water. An instrument answering to
a rudder is attached for guiding the Ma-

chine. A balloon is to be used for ele
vating the "flying ship," after which it
is to be guided and controlled at the
pleasure of its occupants. Mr Dyer
has been studying the subject of air nav-

igation for thirty years, and has tried
various experiments during that time.
all of which failed until he adopted his
present plan. He took an eagle for his
model, and has constructed his machine
to imitate his pattern as nearly as possi
ble. Whatever may be the fate of Mr.
Dyer's patent he himself has the most
unshaken faith in its success, and is
ready, as soon as the machine can be
constructed, to board the ship and com
mit himself to the wind.

How a Kentnekiin Took the Bees.

From the Springfield Kentuckian.l
Enoch Royalty of Anderson county

discovered a bee tree a few days ago, a
large poplar. The bees had found a hol-

low 107 feet from the root of the tree,
which they had taken possession of and
filled with honey. Enoch thought it
would be a rich prize, so he adopted the
following mode of securing it: - Com-

mencing near the ground, he bored a
large anger hole at a height he could
reach, in which he put a strong pin; on
this he sat and bored another hole at a
convenient distance above, in which he
drove another pin, and proceeded in this
way until he reached the height of 107
feet, where he deliberately cut of! the
top of the tree. He then possessed of
the honey, rich in quantity and quality,
secured the bees, and descended safely
to the ground. He proposes to make
another similar and more adventurous
conquest in a short time. Above Ore-

gon, on the Kentucky river, there is a

cliff two bundled feet high, and at the
Height of one hundred feet there is evi
dently ah immense bee home, where the
bees have been at work from a time to
which the memory of man runneth not
baca to the contrary. Enoch says that's
his meat, and before the season is over
he intends to have it.

According to G. W. P. Custis's recol-

lections, the grooming of Washington's
white horse was something surprising.
The night before the horses were ex-

pected to be ridden they were covered
entirely over with paste, of which whit
ing was the principal component part;
then the animals were swathed in body
clothes, and left to sleep on clean straw.
In the morning the composition had be-

come hard, was well rubbed in, and cur
ried and brushed, which process gave to
the coats a beautiful glossy and satin-

like appearance. The hoofs were then
blackened and- - polished, the mouths
washed, teeth picked and cleaned, and
the leopard-ski- n housing being propcr- -

ly adjusted, the white chargers were led
out for service.

hard to tell w here the one hopns
nnd the other ends. The cont of
tli is stupendous .structure, tunnel
nnd all, is put down at thirteen mil
lions ot dollars! llnnkot it, tor
two miles of superstructure, which
is about the length ot the bridge mid
tunnel. This is more than Cincin-
nati expects to pay for the Southern
liinlroad, or miner more than Hie
set apart for the purpose.

I lie first thing a colil-bhiodc- d per
son asks, one who tloes not lake
glory at the regular St. Louis rales,
docs the bridge pay. It does not.
The stock, if I am correctly inform,
will be rendered worthless bv the
first mortgage bond-holder- w ho, of
course, have first lien. The recei pts
of the bridge, deducting expero-cs- ,

will not pay more than two and a
half per cent on itseot-t-. The e fleet
of this, of course, w ill be to cnt up
the stock of the stockholders. Hut
the rich men of .St. Louis had
rather have their pockets operated
upon considerably than not to have
the bridpe. It is their pride and
glory. The one big thing among
big things, a section of the Great
Future brought into service abend
of time.

Immense tas Flow.

At Collin wood, w here are the
Lake Shore Railway shops, in Kast
Cleveland, there has been discover-
ed a gas territory, curious particu-
lars of which are given in the Cleve-
land Herald: Mr. Anson JJurtlett,
in digging a cellar, noticed an es-

cape of gas from the earth. He
has lately carried that pas by an
india-rubbe- r tube to his parlor,
which room 13 lighted by it. On
making known this escape of gas
Mr. Joseph Parks, w ho ow ns a farm
not many rods distant from the
Round Ilouse of the Lake Shore
Company, called attention to a spot,
on his farm which may betorty feet
square, and w hich is covered by a
substance resembling peat. Mr.
Marsilhot and Mr. Lartlett viuitcd
the spot and commenced some ex-

periments. This peat substance lit s

to the depth of three- - feet or lcs?.
It is composed of mineral oil, de-
cayed vegetable matter, &c. It
burns very readily and very bright-
ly, giving out a great heat. On re-

moving this eat from a mall spot
blue clay was struck, which hud
many seams or fissures. A rain
filled up the excavation, and on
going to it in the morning a very
rapid bubbling was going on by the
escape of the gas. An improvised
receiver was made by planting a
tobacco pail inverted, r nd in that
was inserted a three-eighth- s ga. pipe.
On touching a lighted match a jot
of gas eighteen inches in height lit
up the surroundings. That jet con-

tinues to burn steadily. Arrange-
ments are making to utilize this gas,
nnd the gentlemen in interest are
confident there is gas sufficient to
light up nnd heat tip the shops and
the dwellings of that entire section.
There is every reason to suppose the
supply to be inexhaustible, and if
so the value of the discovery cannot
be estimated.

First Class Villas.

Rural property near New York
city does not seem to "pay." We
find the following in the New York
Times:

Within the past, season, 11 well-know- n

estate on the Upper Hudson
beautifully situated nnd carefully
laid out, w hich cost the owner f 100,
000, was sold for less than the mort-
gage upon it, or for 830,000. As
the traveler sails up tho Hudson
beyond Newburg he will, within a
short distance, see three fine proper-
ties, one of which belonged to a
British Ambassador, nnotherto one
of our own foreign Ministers, anoth-
er to an equally prominent person,
all of which are in the market, un-

salable and unrentable, one, indeed,
being turned into a brickyard.
Passing still further up the stately
river, the traveler will Iks pointed
to other splendid properties belong- -

ing to old manorial cst!cs some
whose titles came lrom the liiith--h

crown, nnd others w hose deeds sign-
ed by the Indian chiefs now utter-
ly worthless as sources of profit, the
expenses of keeping them up ex-

ceeding any rent possible for them,
and they themselves not finding a
buyer at the price of the mortgage
on them. Theso places too, it
should be retnnrked, arc among the
price of the mortgages on tliem.
These places, too, it should be re-

marked, are among the finest in the
Northern Suites, with handsome
lawns and gardens, old trees and
parks and eiw-er- views of river ami
mountain. The houses themselves
are perhaps old, but not uncomfor
table, ami they are easy 01 ncec-- s

by boat and railroad. The same
state of things prevails further from
the river. There is one place in
Dutchess county, which is mid to
have cost 8250,000, and w hic h could
not be rented, and probably not fell
for a third of its value. Iu the inter-
ior of the Slate there are numerous
other estates is the same plight.

l'illotlcd In Ihe Tress.

There was a time, snvs the- - Phila
delphia Press, when the offender
against the law were existed t

stocks and pillories, to the bufieting
and jeers of the rabble; that time
has passed, we are aecui-tome- d to
say, with some satisfaction iu the
superior humanity of our own nge.
But abuses of this nature, which un-
grounded in the coarse and low in-

stincts of the race, are only very
gradually refined away, and if we

look aliout for survivals of the pil-

lory we shall find them, wo nie sor-

ry to say, in a class of newspjipt r
which seek to raise a laugh ut the
expense of those nio.-- t tutiuble of nil
men, those w ho have done w hat in
them lay to forfeit human sympathy.
A correspondent calls attention to
this inhuman and demoralizing
practice on tho part of certain jour-
nals, and makes a forcible appeal
for its discontinuance. The hist of
all subjects for the exercise of the
divine gift of humor, supj)sinjr

rejsirtcrs in possession of the
faculty, is afforded by tho circum-
stance's attendingtho administration
of the criminal law. None but a
thoroughly demoralized nature cim
find matter for witticisms and
laughter in the distress of f How-men.

The following remedy recommend-

ed for the foot-ro- t in sheep. Mix car-

bolic acid with some adherent and greasy

substance, thns forming a plaster which
will adhere to the foot of the sheep for

two or three days, preventing contact
with air, and allowing time for the n

of the healing effect.

SOMERSET,

J)eath f Father Xicephorns One
Hundred and Seventeen Years of
Age.

From the Pll Mall Gazette. June 26.

The death of a"veritable centenarian"
reported from Mount Athos. Father

Nicetdiorus. of the Convent Zitza, has
just passed away at the age of one hun- -

dred and seventeen years. A romantic
souvenir, says the Levant Herald, .is at-

tached to the earlier days of this vener-

able priest. He was the actual caloyer
who, according to Mr. Hobhouse, By-

ron's travelling companion, entertained
the poet "in a warm chamber with grapes
and a pleasant white wine, not trodden
out with the feet, but pressed from the
grape by the hand," and who in grati-
tude was immortalized by his guest in
"Childe Harold:"

Here dwells the calorer, nor rude is be,
Ivor oiggard of bis cheer; the passer by-l-

welcome still.
Father Nicephorns, it is said, pre-

served to the last years of his long life
lively recollection of Byron's visit to

Zitza. Mount Athos air seems to agree
with the monks, for the other day anoth-

er caloyer died at the age of 103. Prolv-abl- y,

however, it is not only the air, but
the "absenre of worry"on Mount Athos
which is favorable to longevity. The
monks who inhabit monasteries in that
elevated situation are not much troubled
with the cares that shorten the life of
so many secular householders. They
are not jiestered by dishonest and dis-

contented servants, by extortionate
tradesmen or by many morning visitors.
They live, too, chiefly on herbs, fruits
and fish, and keep regular hours. If
Father Nicephorus had "dined out" six
ights in the week, eating immense
nantitiesof unwholesome food, breath

ing an impure atmosphere and only re- -

ring to rest in the early hours of the
morning he would probably not have at-

tained the ripe age of 117.

The Xipenehin Skirt.

A case of agony occured, yesterday,
at the corner of Chartres and Canal
streets, which makes the heart sad on
contemplation. A young lady came
along, hermetically sealed up by a bat
tery of pins in one of the new style of
walking dress, which, by the way, has
the quality of prettiness to recommend
t, whatever may be the physiological

objections to it. At the corner she hap
pened to drop her handkerchief, and a
man near by, whom the sequel will show
to be a veritable beast in disguise, made

forward movement to pick it upr In
the act of doing so, he reconsidered his
resolution, and stood stately up, leaving
the handkerchief where it was. The
young lady made an agonizing appeal
with a pair of brilliant black eyes to
the tantalizing male, but he nngallantly
remained obdurate to the mute request,
and laid his spine against the lamp
post. She then made three efforts her
self to pick it up, but failed. Finally
he made a kind of semi-circul- spring,
nch as men make when they run races
n sacks, and, picking up the handker

chief, she left rapidly, while the blushes
went way back to her hair. New Or
leans Picayune.

Poisoning the Potato Bug.

A timely and instructive letter from
Prof. McMurtrie, of the National De-

partment of Agriculture at Washington,
on the subject of the potato beetle and
the remedy is published." This gentle
man is reputed to be the most thorough
ly and minutely informed scientific man
in the country on this subject. In par-
ticular, he has made constant experi-
ments with a view to ascertain the effect
of mineral poisons, and especially those
containg arsenic, on the health of plants.
This is a point of great interest, inas-
much as it has been fonnd that the po-

tato hug can be exterminated by posion,
and Paris green (a mixture of arsenite
and acetate of copper) is the cheapest
and most easily applied poision adapted
to this use. Fears, however, have been
raised that the poison which kills the
grubs of the beetle may enter into the
composition of the plant, making the
remedy worse than the evil. Upon this
point frot. McMurtrie s experiments
tend to dissipate all fears. In the plants
that were killed, in the pb-nt- s that were
stunned, and in the plants which grew to
full perfection, with the varying amounts
of Paris green mingled with the soil of
his pots, the most rigorous chemical
analysis could detect no trace of arsenic
in the composition of the plant itself.
As to the eflect on the growth of crops
he has found that the intermixture of
this poison with the soil in large quan
ities destroys vegetable growth, but that
in the small quantities requisite for de
stroying insecU it does not interfere with
or impede it at all. As the potato beetle
is threatening extensive damage, the
communication of Prof. McMurtrie
of timely and general interest. The
substance of it will also appear in the
monthly report of the Department of
Agriculture.

The Minneapolis Tribune relates some
of the pranks cut up by a recent torna-
do near Mendota, Minnesota. We are
told, among other things, that a pine
stick two inches square was driven into
an elm tree with such force that it was
fairly bedded in the living wood. A
woman, Mrs. Patrick Tully, was carried
a distance of five rods, clear across one
ravine and deposited in another. The
lady is still snflcring severely from the
injuries, having been badly cut and
bruised. A farmer named Edward Par-ea-

living two miles south of Mendota,
owned a little flock of fifteen sheep when
the storm struck his place, and of this
number eleven were missing. Subse
quently, eight of them were found in the
trees tops, fully one mile from his house.
Two of them were found pinned togeth-
er by a board that had been driven
through the bodies of the poor animals
and then into the ground, a fact which
will be considered as suggestive of a
new mode for "stringing" mutton. The
fencing on Mr. Pareao's farm was
blown from the ground, posts and all
Mr. George Gage, living six miles south-
west of Mendota, hud ten acres of heavy
oak timber on his place, and they were
swept clean by the wind, as if an army
of choppers had passed through the tract
on a tourof malicious destruction. Some
large trees, roots and all, were carried a
distance of one and a half miles. John
Berke, a farmer living four miles from
Mendota, had his house lifted bodily
from its foundations and torn to pieces
while whirling in the air, and crush
ing against other debris of the storm.

The jloou and the Earth.

From a Review in the London (Spectator
Imagine how breathless the interest

with which we should have awaited each
revelation of the marvelous instruments
which science employs in the work of
lunarian discovery, if our satellite had
been inhabited, and we could have dis
covered something like our own human
life? Unhappily any such imagination
is out of the question. A place without
air and water, and in which the temper-
ature passes through a rango of nearly
700 within a fortnight, must present
conditions of which we cannot form any
conception. .Another peculiarity which,
to our notions at least, would be unpleas-
ant, is supplied by the meteors. Here
they are a pretty spectacle; in the moon
they cannot be seen, but they must, at
times, at least keep up a very brisk can- -

onade. "As there is no atmosphere,"
write our authors "to consume the me
teor by fractional heat or break by its
resistance the velocity of their descent,
they must strike the moon with a force
to which that of a cannon ball striking
a target is feeble indeed." If these dif
ficulties could be removed, the moon
would be a most eligible place for the
observation of astronomical phenomena

for finding out, for instance, all that
we are so laboriously seeking to discover
about the sun. The earth, too, would

f resent a spectacle of extraordinary
beauty.

"At this sunset time, the earth, near-
ly in the zenith of us (the supposed lu
nar spectators) will be at its half illum
inated phase, and cveu then it will shed
more light than we receive upon the
brighest of moonlight nights. As the
night proceeds, the earth's phase will in
crease through the gibbous stages until
at midnight it will be full, and our orb
w ill le seen in its entire beauty. It will
perform at least one of its twenty-fou- i

hourly rotations during the time that it
appears quite full (the night is more
than three hundred hours long) and the
whole of its surface features will in that
time pass before the lunar sjeclator's
eye. At times the northern pole will
he turned toward our view, at times the
southern; and its polar ice-ca- n will ap-
pear ns bright, white spots marking its
axis of rotation. The seas would ny

H?ar (as far as can he inferred) of pale
bluegreen tint, the continents pnrti-co- l
oreil, nnd the tinted Fots would vary
with the changing terrestrial seasons."

A Colorado letter states that wool

growing is destined to be one of the
heaviest and most important interests in
the Territory. "There is no location
the country better fitted for sheep. The
climate is mild, ami in most cases the
sheep graze the year around. The water
is abundant and the bunch grass in the
valleys is very nutritious. Few lambs
die in the fields, and there are no dis
eases among the sheep, nnd never have
been any in this Territory. While in the
southern and western portions of the
Jerntory I saw many large flocks of
sheep, numbering thousands. I was sur
prised at the number of lambs, which
seemed to be equal to the sheep. The
wool here is very clean and entirely free
from briars, burdocks, He. The increase
of wool shipments from Colorado has
been forty" per cent, a year for the last
three or four years, and thisyear the in
crease will be still greater. The flocks
are mostly Mexican improved by Merino
blood brought from the East. Fine-wo- ol

ed sljec-- keep up to the standard Ivery
successfully, but crossing with the Mex
ican breed makes the wool coarser, and
as a consequence of less value There is
only a local demand for tho mutton
which is used largely in the mines. It
is of very good quality, fine grained,
firm and tender. The spring cutting of
wool is estimated at from 3,ooo,ooo to
0,000,000 pounds. One firm in this city,
(Denver,) has already purchased over
5oq,ooo pounds, and expect to handle
during the season l,5on,ooo pounds.
Eastern buyers are already scattered ov
er the Territory, and large shipments
have been made to Philadelphia, Boston,
Cnicago, and Canton, Ohio. Philadel
phia is probably the leading market for
Colorado wool. The prices are from 24
to 3o cents. The attempt to cultivate
the Angora goat, which was tried here a
few years ago, was a failure, and has
been whollv abandoned.

How Butter is Sometimes Tainted.

Winter anil Spring butter is often
very much injured in flavor by allow-
ing cows to t at the litter from horse sta-

bles. Cows are not unfreqiieully vert-fon-

of this tiller, though it is im-

pregnated with liquid manure from the
hoises, ami if allowed, thereat it greedi-
ly; nnd the t fleet is that their milk and
butter will be tainted with the taste of
this kind of food, in the same way that
the flavor is iniured by enliiig turnips,
but to a more disagreeable degree, if
litter is allowed to be eaten, it should be
only given to cattle not in milk, nnd on
no ncroont should milch cow be allow
ed to consumn other than the wweetesl
and purest food. Very nice butter-make- r

are sometimes nt a loss to ac-

count for stable taints in butter, espe-
cially when extraordinary precautions
have Ixen taken n have the milking
done in the most perfect lunnncr, and so
on in all the processes of handling milk
until the butter is packed for maikel.
Still, butler has a !i.igreenble tninl
and the cause often conies from allow-
ing the cows, w hen turned out to water
nnd exercise, to feed abwut the horse ta
hie, where they consume all the litter
which, on account of its being soaked
with liquid manure, is cast out of Ihe
stable.

The (.rent Bridge.

The first object that strikes the
stranger, at Ht. Louis, is the bridge
across the Mississippi. This is a
ningniliccnt piece ot work, a credit
to tit. Louis and to the brains and
muscles of the men w ho could con-

ceive and execute it. To lie appre-
ciated, as Burnum says of his show,
it must be seen. It is a great work

so great thut it w ill be more of a
fimiticial success twenty years hence
than now. It is abend of this day
and generation; a blpger thing than
the thiv and generation can nay a
living interest unon. On the west
side tbe bridge snoots up above the
houses, then in anions: them, into
the ground and under it, the ground
gradually sloping down to the river,
and the bridge and the tunnel run

MA EE TWAIX.

An Oil Engineer Who Remembers
li:m as a Cnb A Piloting

txperienee Jfot Set Forth
in the Atlantic.

A St. Lonis correspondent of the
Milwaukee Sentinel writes: While sit-
ting in front of the" Southern Hotel,
talking to a future great citizen about!
the old steamboat davs of St. Loui
when Captains, clerks and pilots ran
the town, and ran it under a full head of
steam, an ancient mariner let up on
whittling the rrm of the next chair,
turned toward us, and remarked: "Yon
was speaking of the old river days?"

We was," I replied. "Perhaps, now.
you have been reading some of Sam.
Clemens' yarns?'" I held up a copy of
the Atlantic, open at Mark Twain's ar-

ticle, which had really, brought about
the conversation. "Yes, I thought so;
well, he don't tell all he knows," said
the social rivermsn, reaching over for a
tobacco pouch which a gentleman was
passing to a friend. "There's one little
affair he hasn't worked into print yet,
and it isn't likelv he will."

The social quit off on his reminiscence
at this point, and talked generally about
the bad outlook of the cropland univer
sal disadvantage of- - dryness. Seeing
that nothing but gin and sugar would
start him anew, he was persuaded into a
convenient bar-roo- and, after hoisting
in three fingers (held vertically), a
handful oT crackers, and several chunks
of cheese, he proceeded with his anec-
dote, interrupting himself a number of
times to remark to the "The
same, pard."

"I was first engineer of the Alexander
Scott when Sam. Clemens (Mark Twain)
was a cub in her pilot-hous- e, lie was a
chipper young chsp, with legs no bigger
than a casting line, and fuller of tricks
than a mule colt. He worked off jokes
on everybody aboard, from the skipper
down to the roosters (darky deckhands),
but they were all taken in good part,
only I lay by two or three to pay back.
About the time Sam. got the run of the
river well enough to stand alone at the
wheel, the Scott went into the Lower
River trade, carrying cotton from Mem-
phis to New Orleans. Perhaps, how,
vou never see a boat in the cotton trade
burn? Well, you may cover your cotton
from stem to stern with tarpaulins, and
keep your donkey-engine- s steamed up,
but if a spark of fire touches cotton
enough to fill a tooth, your boat's a
corpse. It's quicker'n gun-powd- to
burn, and no pilot can reach the lower
deck from the texas in time to save him
self, let alone his Saratoga. So, yon see,
every body in that trade is on the watch

nd an alarm of fire in a boat loaded
with cotton will turn a man's hair gray
quicker'n an alligator can swaller a nig-

ger.
"Sam, being a young pilot, and new to

the cotton trade, was told over and over
again how the profession would lose a
promising cub if ever a fire broke out
on the Scott, and the boy got nervous.
My striker and me always managed to
be in the lunch-roo- m when Sam. came
off watch, and as he came in we would
talk about the number of cotton boats
that burnt in such a year, and how such
a cub would have made a lightning pilot
if he hadn't got burnt up in the cotton
trade, and we always noticed that Ssm.'s
appetite failed him after that, and in-

stead of going to bed he would go prowl
ing around the lower deck, and peering
about the hatchways, smelling at every
opening, like a pup that had lost its
master.

"One day when we backed out of
Memphis with a big cargo of cotton, I
complained, in Sa'm.'s hearing that the
mate had loaded the boat too near the
engines. The boy followed roe into the
engine-roo- and, without seeming to
notice him, I told my striker I would
do my level best to keep that cotton
from catching fire, but that it was a slim
chance with bales piled right up before
the furnace-door- s. Sam. got whiter'n a
bulk-hea- and went up to the texas.
where he packed his Saratoga, ready for
any business that might come before the
meeting. When he went on watch I
posted the second clerk to keep an eye
on him.

"He hid behind a smoke-stac- k and
saw Sam. alone in the pilot-house- , his
hair on end, his face like a corpse's, and
his eyes sticking out so far you could
have knocked them off with a stick. He
danced aronnd the pilot-hous- e, turned
up his nose like he was smelling for a
polecat; pulled every bell, turned the
boat's nose for the bank, and yelled
fire!' like a Cherokee Indian on the war
path. That yell brought every bi dv on
deck. We had a big cargo of passengers
and the women screeched, the men rush-
ed for cork pillows, and thecrew yanked
the doors off their hinges and rnthed to
the guards, ready to go overboard at
the first moderation of weather. The
skipper had hard work to make thecrazv
passengers believe that there wasn't any
fire, but he brought them to reason fin
ally. I paid no attention to Sa
frantic yells, so the boat didn't run hr
nozzle against the bank he aimed for.
The captain and first pilot and a lot of
passengers after hunting all over the
boat, couldn't find a sign of fire any
where outside the furnaces, and then
they went for Sam. He swore up and
down that he smelt cotton burning; no
use talking to him he knew the smell
of burning cotton, and by thunder, he
had smelt it.

"The first pilot said kind of soft and
pityingly to Sara: 'My boy, if you'd
told me you was so near the jini-jira- a I'd
stood double watch for you. Now you
go and soak your head in a bucket of
water, and take a good sleep, and you'll
be all right ty Sam just
biled over at this, and when a pretty.
young woman passenger said to the
skiptier, loud enough for Sam. to hear,
"So young and nice looking, so how
sad it would make his poor mother feel
to hear how he drinks," he fairly frothed
at the month. You never see a fellow
so tonched down as Sam. was after that
and though the boys never quit running
him, he never talked back, but looked

kind of puzzled as though he was try
ing to account for the smell of that
cotton smoke.'

"And what was the cause of the
me117" I asked mine Ancient. He

chuckled a full minute and said: "Yon
see there's a speaking-tub- e running
from the engine-roo- to the pilot honse

I had in mind the tricks Sam. had play- -

worked him to aed on me, and having

Heredity in Human Longevity.

In the Sanitarian for July there is an
article on "Biometry," in which the ef--

of heredity in the matter of human
longevity is thus tonched npon: . is

"It is found from observation that
where there has been long and vigorous
ancestral stock upon one side, with per-

haps short life engrafted from the other,
such person will arrive at a period of
partial decline, with ill health, and sub-

sequently recover, living on and beyond
this deflection, being sustained by the

italizing secretory influences of the
longer-live- d ancestor. A moment's re-

flection will call to mind many such in
stances, as when persons have remarked
that at a certain period of their lives
they were suffering from some special

isorder, from which after a period they
ave seemingly entirely recovered and

enjoyed sound robust health.
"That longevity is a resultant of her

edity no one will dispute and that it does a

not wholly depend upon race, climate.
mode of life, or special observance of
sanitary law, is also a self-evide- fact.
Those who have inherited it can, seem- -

ngly with impunity, almost defy all san-tar- y

law, and yet continue to live up
and beyond the allotted limit of

three score years and ten, while those
who have not inherited long life cannot

iv any system of life, or observance of
the laws of health or processor prolong
ation, protract their naturally short-live- d

inheriance. Of course we must ad
mit that abuse can and does shorten the
lives of the naturally long-live- and
acute disease or great injuries cut them

ff suddenly; but the rule holds good.
hat the naturally long-live-d inherit

ance affords that innate power of resist- -

nce which-wil- l carry them through dis
aster and disease that will certainly de
stroy the naturally short-lived- .

"The probably short lived may be
equally healthy and robust, and able to
do almost as much, while that life lasts,

the longer lived, yet it seems to be
the fact and nature's law, that he per-

iod of'existence has had its limit beyond
which no process of prolonging can
avail to carry it bevond the allotted per
iod. The secerning elements of the vi-

tal organs have their limits, and hence
control the existence of the whole organ
ism. We see this illustrated in almost
every organ of the body; certain Tpart

cease to perform their functions, die out;
and, so long as these are not vital, life
continues, although it may be in a re-

stricted sense as, for instance, persons
become bald or partially so at a certain
age; they say the same occurred in their
ancestors at about the same age; others
find their digestive powers failing, and
remark the same thing as having occur-

red in their parents or grandparents.
The secretory vitality of these parts is
then seen to follow the law of hereditv.

"Without an inheritance of long-live- d

secretory powers it is in vain to expect
any great degree of longevity in the
descendan ts.

"In estimating the probability of a

lifetime it is entirely useless to depend
upon the general average of human life.
This rule holds good only as respects
human life at large, and therefore we

must look beyond life statistics to sum
up the problem. With the dnrationof
individual life general average holds no
command. Ancestral longevitv will not
obey the genera average law, but defies
death in many shapes, holding on tenac-

iouslyntil the machine, actually from
rust and the interstitial deposits of
years among its most delicate parts,
wears out."

Mother Shipton's Prophecy.
From the Springfield Republican.

Every now and then, for these four
hundred years and more, some one has
brought to light the prophecy and mem
nry of Mother Shipton. As event fol
Iowa event in mechanical progress, her
doggerel verses fall in so pat that they
must needs be quoted. One of the pre
dictions thereof "Fire and water shall
wonders do" has come to pass time and
again, and the latest fulfillment is in the
Keely motor. This MotherShipton was
one that would have taken high rank as
a medium in our day; in her's, the fif-

teenth century,- she was said to have
been begotten, like the wizard Merlin,
of the phantasm of Apollo, or some
aerial demon under that guise, and a
beautiful orphan Yorkshire girl, named
Agatha. She had the weird, lonely
girlhood that the child of shame is apt
to have, avoided or persecuted by those
who should have been her mates; she
was christened Ursula by the Abbot of
Beverly, and grew up so eccentric and
unnaturally shrewd that by and by this
tradition, in those supers! lions days,
grew about her birth. She prophesied
as she grew older, and even "persons of
quality" consulted her. She told the
great Wolsey that he should never com
to York, and, indeed, when within eight
miles of it, he was arrested by Nnrthum
berland at King Henry's order, and
brought to Leicester, where he died
Also she is said to have foretold the
great fire of London, the execution
Charles I. and many notable events be
sides of the Reformation of the reign of
Elizabeth and James. At the age of
seventy-thre- e she foretold her death
and at the hour predicted she died. Her
name is a popular tradition in Yorkshire
even y, and the tradition is found
ed in part npon fact. Her famous
prophecy was said to have been publish
ed in her life-tim- e, and again two hun
dred years ago: it was certainly publish
ed forty yerrs ago, for we have seen
in a book of that time, where it was said
to be copied from an older book
I hough most of the items are vague
enough, some show a marked coinci
dence with remarkable events, such as
the invention of steam, railway loco-

motives and turnels, the , telegraph,
ironclads, and the admission of Jews
into Parliament (in 1858), Without
further preface, these are the elegant
lines:

Carriages without homes shall go
And accidents all the world with woe;
Around the world thoughts shall fly
In the twinkling of an eye.
Water shall yet more wonders do
Now strange, hut yet they shall be true;
The world upside down shall be
And gold be found at the root of a tree;
Through hills man shall ride
And horse nor ass be at bis side;
Under water men shall walk,
Bhail ride, shall sleep, shall talk;
In the air shall men be seen
In white, in black, In green;
Iron to the water shall Scat
As easy as a wooden boat;
Gold shall be found ar.d shown
In the land that's not now known;
Fire and water shall wonders do;
England shall at last admit a Jew,
The world to an and aball come

. In eighteen hundred elghty-o- n.

There is said to be an increase of
crime in summer. Suicides are more
common in summer, but this, also, may
be accounted for by natural causes.
Suicide generally is the result of bus;- -

ness failure or hick of occupation, either j

or both combined producing uespair,
- . ! ! ,1 '. -,- 1 . . f ltra I-- mm

the general dullness which pervades
every community during the extremely
warm months, commercial failures are
common; from failures in business
comes lack of occupation, and from idle-

ness conies misery. The disappointed
and unhappy fly to suicide, and the
more so in summer, lecause the causes
of their trouble are more frequent in
that season than in any other. In France
suicide by drowning is frequent in July
and August, and other warm months
much uiore so than at any other time.
Not even a suicide likes to jump into
cold water. There is something about
the first chilling plunge that repels one
from it in winter. But in summer the
heat of the atmosphere, and the fire that
is burning in a man's brain, make him
regard the spring into the waves as a
pleasant thing. It is to him the end of
all trouble and the beginning of rest.
It is so with financial crimes, Forgerv,
embezzlement and petty larceny arc
more frequent then because the summer
stagnation of business causes, general de-

pression. This makes felt the need of
funds, and obliges men to get money in
some way; and, if it does not come by
fair means it is cbtained in any ready
way that suggests itself. Philosophers
have been speculating on the connection
between crime and warm weather, and
no doubt in time there will be evolved a
long, profound,
theory about "Psychology and increase
of temperature during the summer
months, and consequent mental and
moral aberration."

Snails.

One of the singular industries pursued
by the Parisians is that of fattening
snails for the market. That the

for this article of diet in large is
proved by the fact that a great number
of persons find prontable employment
in furnishing an adequate supply . Most
snail-breede- rs who carry on their busi-

ness outside the "barriers" of Paris fat-

ten the tnolliisces in tanks, but some
prefer to keep the creatures in the open
air. The preserve in which snails are
fed is divided into eight or ten separate,
inclosures, each of which is surroundt--
by a line of sawdust four inches broad,
and freshly laid each morning. This
simple hedge is an effectual barrier to
the passage of any helix tempted to in-

dulge vagabond propen sities and strav
beyond the boundaries of its allotted
precincts. Each daily consignment of
snails is deposited in one of the parks
or inclosures, and is left to fast for 43
hours. After this they are removed to
another park, where they are provided
with abundance of food, consisting of
cabbages, lettuce, endives, thyme nnd
vine leaves. Purified by their prolong-
ed fast, the snails eat with voracity, nnd
in eight or ten days are fat enough to
satisfy the eye and taste of a Parisian
epicure. The lax upon fatted snails is
very small, but it is estimated that, were
the levy to be raised to one-quart- of
that set upon oysters, and fifty snails to
be counted as one dozen bivalves, the
revenue annually arising from their
consumption in Paris would amount to
2oo,ooo francs. It is stated that a diet
of snails reduces a man's flesh until he
becomes a mere skeleton. The edible
snail of the Gold Coast has a shell three
inches long by two inches deep. From
this he protrudes a pair of tentacles are
the choice part of the animal, and are
served whole in that savory compound
called snail soup. Shrimp-fishin- g is al-

so an extensive industry to France, and
is mostly pursued by women. The
shrimps are plentiful mi sandy shores,
and the fishers wade knee-dee- p into the
sea, pushing before them a net in the
form of a wide mouthed bag sowed
around a hoop and fastened to the end
of a pole by means of a cross-piec- e. A

bag tied around the waist receives the
animals as they are caught- In winter
the shrimp retires to deeper water, and
is there capt-ire- in nets drawn by boats.
These nets are now made of galvanized
wire, which resists the action of the wa-

ter, and is a great improvement upon
twine. Shrimps are sometime left by
the retiring tide in sandy pools, and
when alarmed will bury themselves in
the sand by a movement tif
their fan-lik- e tail. In feeding they
grasp their prey by the short rake like
appendages between ' the claws proH--

and the tail, and pass it along up to Ihe
claws, and so on to the mouth. The
choice between shrimps and snails us
food is a mere matter of taste. Many
persons who partake of the one reject
the other with loathing, but thereseem--- ,

fact, no reason why both are not ns

cleanly and wholesome as the oyster.

Ran Your Pen Through the Clanks.

A man drew a note promising to pay
one hundred dollars. He used a print-
ed form, and did not close up the blank
devoteil to dollars, and after passing a

negotiable p p r, somebody inserted "and
fifty" after the one hundred and before
the printed dollars. The note thus al
tered got into the hand of an innocent
party, who prescr led it to the drawer,
and the Supreme Court decided thut the
maker of the note was liable for its face
because through negligence he ditl not
draw aline bitween the written word
"hundred" and the printed word "dol
lars." Any testimony that the drawer
might offer to establish Ihe fact that he
gave the note for one hundred doll;
must go for nothing, as there was noth
ing on the face of the note how ing thnt
it had been altered. Evidence of alter-
ation on the face Vf the note would have
changed the case. Let this be a lesson
to all drawers of promissory notes. No
one can be too careful in such matters,

Washington had a hendqtiarters in
Morristown a hundred yeurs ago. George
seems to have had quite a genius for
creating headquarters. He spilled them
over the country pretty recklessly. The
Morristown headquarter is an old and
largn farm-hous- which has been bought
by patriotic ladies, and will be kept as
a museum of Revolutionary relics and
other mementoes of the old times.

ters.
The chief event of Monday at MorrU-tow-

New Jersey, was the puhlic open-

ing
feet

of the house which Washington used

his headquarters, and which, in the
hands of the association which now own

has received such repairs as will

preserve it Jrom decay without chang-

ing its appearance. The exercises con
sisted of speeches by Senator Kandolph

Hill and Phelps.
hi speech Senator Kandolph said:

"This house had its foundations laid
1772, and was ready for occupancy

was occupied by Colonel Ford's
family in 1774. They builded well. The
oaken planks that make these outer
walls, caulked like the frame of a great
frigate, are as sound y as when
they sheltered Washington from the
storms of the terrible winter of 79-'8- 0.

carved work about these doors and
these beautiful cornices are rare

specimens of elegance in woodwork. It
would be difficult to excel their chaste
design

"The same oaken doors open to you
they did to Washington; the mas-

sive knocker his hand was wont to touch
waits obedient to your wish." The

floors he trod in anxious thought and
with wearied brain, you may tread.
The century has wrought no change in

rafter or beam or floor or sheltering oak

there no significance in the remarka-
ble preservation of this house?

"This dwelling was for many months
home of Martha, the wife of George

Washington. Within these rooms, with
quiet dignity and grace, she received

husband's guests. Under this roof
have been gathered more characters
known to the military history of our
Revolution than under any other roofin
America. Here the elegant and bril
liant Alexander Hamilton lived during

long winter of '79, and here he met
and courted the lady he afterwards mar-
ried the daughter of General Schuyler.

as
Hero, too, was Greene splendid fighting

Quaker as he was and the great artill
officer Kiyx, the stern Steuben, the

polished Kosciusko, the brave Schuyler,
gallant Light Horse Harry Lee, old
Israel Putnam, 'Mad Anthony Wayne,
and last to be named of all, that brave
soldier, but rank traitor Benedict Ar
nold. Here, too, from time to time
gathered prominent members of the
Continental Congress.

'The furniture used by these soldiers
and statesmen is here in part to-d-

rhe dressing bureau, chairs tables and
stands have been preserved through all
these years and kept within these walls:
The small stand or table upon which
Washington wrote his despatches, and
upon which the ink stains he made still
remain, is ours The curious old
secretary he used, with its hidden draw
ers and quaint workmanship, stand here
now as it did then. The mirrors used
by General and Lady Washington you
may see your faces reflected in. The old
camp chest, heavy and solid, is yet good
for a long campaign. 1 he specie wagon

a curious contrivance as you see Ion,

and deep and partitioned, swung between
broad wheels, held all the specie, no
doubt, of that almost specie-les- s time."

Tbe Stockings of the Period.
From the Home Journal.

The ParisMthop are full of the most
fanciful designs in this one detail of
feminine attire. They are made in cream
color, lemon color, orange yellow, straw
color, pink, pale blue, pale green, lilac
light brown, dar brown, crimson, scar
let, purple in short, in every shade o

every color. But the precise lint is on
ly half the question; the designs worked
upon the stockings are by far the most
important part of it, as regards fas.iion
and these are of the most varied descrip
tion.

One pair of stockings which excited
much admiration from the passers of a

certain well-know- n shop in Paris was in
lemon color, and the instep of each foot
was covered with bunches of black cur
rants, with their twigs and leaves, most
delicatelv embroidered in the colored
silks.

Another example of ornamentation
lay close at hand, in the form of a black
Bilk stocking, round the leg of which
carter of pink rose-bud- s and leaves
winding upward from the ankle was ex
quistely embroidered. This last fashion
is verv popular just now. Stockings so
embroidered are, of course, enormous!
dear. Few women can afford to bu
many such expensive articles of dress as
these garlanded stockings; therefore it
becomes a matter of eager competition
among the leaders of fashion to secure
as many specimens of the latest rage as
their purses will allow. The mania is
instilled, and henceforth the woman of
the world takes rank according to her
stockings. Garlands of flowers do not
hold the field alone, it must be observed.
In some cases inscriptions and devices
are embroidered round the legs of the
modern stockings, and rows and patterns
are worked in colored silk stars or spots
The ground, however, of all this work
must, on no account, be white.

Home Made Wills.

John Jennings, of New York, recent-

ly deceased, never learned to employ, a

lawyer fo draft his will, and, therefore,
now that he is dead, the grasses around
the edge of his newly-mad- e grave bend
over and nod their sorrow that John's
will is being contested. He made it
himself. In this manner he disposed of
his estate: "To me sister, Mrs. Carboy
$2,000; to me wife's Jrother, John
Kindregan, $700 if he dies before "e
can get the money his children can get
it themselves, Mick, James and Caty; to
Celia, Mrs. Lobin, $600 if she is dead
her children may get the money, equal
shires; to Bridget, Mrs. Madden, 20,

and if she is dead her son Patrick or
children may get it; to Bishop McClos- -

key, for the 'nue cathedral,' $50," and
smaller sums to various charities The
codicil of the will, not signed or dated,
reads as follows: "Margaret, if yon get
$4,ooo for the house, you give $3oo to
Celia, $3oo each to the Margarets." The
will has gone into the courts on a con
test. Two judges have held that the
document is valid, and two that it is ab
solutely void, and the whole case now
rests in the Supreme Court. The most
intense haters of legal technicalities and
forms will not care to encourage ama
tear g to such a degree as to
sacrifice explicitness to simplicity.

suiumit is established an army signal
station. It i the highest point for
scientific observation in the world, and
records of the observation are sent to

almost every enlightened Eurojiean na as
Uon. On the summit in a stone house,'
rudely constructed, having 18-in- walls, it,
and about 12 feet high. This is divided
off into an office, which is used as a
sleeping-roo- also, and a kitchen, which
also answer for a dining-roo- and bed-

room.
and

A rude ehed id attached where In
are stored provisions, wood, etc. J. V.
Brown, Observing Sergeant, is in charge in
of the station, which is the most im-

portant
and

in the service, and he has two
assistants. One, strangely enough, is J.
1. O'Keiffe, a newsboy and bootblack of
New York, who passd tbe comjtetitive
examination and forced his way by his
superior scholarship into Annapolis, and
was subsequently expelled for hazing The
the colored cadet. The other is T. B. on
Bowlus, of Cleveland, a very capable
and experienced man. Mr. Brown was
our guide, and not content with showing
us to the summit, he took us back to our
lodgings, and the next day went trudging as
home to his dreary station.

"I have been here," said he in an-

swer
yet

to my questions, "since last March.
I did not open the station. It was begun
in August, 1S73, when the telegraph
wire in Colorado Springs was laid. Its
object was to learn something about up-

per
Is

currents of the atmosphere. Little
was known except from experience in
balloons. There is much that is singular the
about this station," said he, continuing.
"For instance, at sea level it in well
known that as the barometer rises tbe her
thermometer falls; and as the thermom-

eter rises the barometer falls; but at this
station as the barometer rises so also
does the thermometer."

"What instruments have you here?"
"We have the barometer, which gives the

the pressure of the atmosphere; the
thermometer, which marks the tempera-
ture; the hygiometer, which indicates
the humidity of the atmosphere; the
anemometer, with at-

tachment,
ery

which marks the velocity of
the wind, of which we keep a continu-
ous record; and a rain gauge, which
marks "the fall of rain and snow."
- "What is the lowest temperature ever
observed here?"

"At one time, I do not remember the
date, the thermometer showed 37 below
zero, and at the same time the wind was
blowing 92 miles tin hour. At Mount
Washington, which is less than half as
high as Pike's Peak, the wind is often
loo miles an hour. This shanty," con-

tinued he, I ran my eyeover the cluui
ily-built house, "is really unsafe. I
think a wind would unroof it
and blow it down. The contractor did
not keep to his specifications."

"Do you send daily reports of your
observations to Washington?"

"Not now, because the appropriation
is exhausted. They were sent three

'times a day until last January, but I
presume they will be resumed on the 1st
of July."

Continuing my inquiries, I ascertain-
ed that this desola'e station, which in
the best weather in Summer requires a
day to reach, is wholly cut off from the
world for seven months in the year.
Early in November the three men house
themselves. They lay in provisions to
last them until April or May; salt pork,
corned beef, canned vegetables, lard,
flour and groceries. They also keep
fresh meat, beef and mutton by burying
it in the snow. Wood at $17 a cord is
also laid in, in bountiful supply. Dur
ing these seven months not a human face
do they see. They can neither get down
to the living world, nor can the living
world get up to them. Half the world
may be drowned and the other
half burned for aught they know. Coun
tries may change, war may have blotted

"out geographical boundaries. If the
telegraph wire works faithfully, which

it does not always in that atmosphere, a
.scrap of news is occasionally obtained
But at best it is a dreary, dead, profitless!
thankless life.

"One of the most remarkable phen
omena seen on the Peak," said Mr
Brown, in a later conversation, "is the
electric strom. These storms generally
begin with hail, and last from half an
hour to four hours. The whole atmo-

sphere is full of electricity. Sheets of
fire are everywhere. Sparks crackle
about your clothes and in your hair,
and fill the buffalo robes and the bed-

ding The electricity comes through
the roof, through the windows, and up
from the floor. It seems as though you

are in a battery. If you go out doors a
cloud of electricity rests on the whole
Peak; it comes from the rocks, the
clouds are full of it. The lightning
plays below in fearful intensity. The
electricity is diffused through the atmos-
phere, and is everywhere in the cabin.
One's hair literally stands on end, and
even the furs in the cabin are stiff with
it. At first one is greatly terrified, but
he gets used to it." "Xo," continued
he, in answer to a question, "it has no
narked eflect on a person except to give

him a violent palpitation of tbe heart.
It also, perhaps has a fatiguing effect."

Mr. Brown informed me also that the
frosts on the Peak are very remarkable
"I have seen the frost," said he, "more
than a fopt deep all over the summit
on windows, doors, rocks, and particu
larly on metals. It has sometimes
clogged the anemometer and stopped its
working. I have seen the frost cover
ing the telegraph wire more than eight
inches deep, and in long stretches it fre
quently breaks the wire and stops com
nunication."

l he Cost of the Irial. it is no
easy matter to calculate the cost of the
trial of the cause of Tilton against
Beecher. It not generally known to any
newspaper man what fees counsel re-

ceive. Tbe trial has cost the county of
Kings at least $4o,ooo. The jurors have
received $3,boo. The total jury expense
including panels of l,5oo men, amounts
to $5,194. The County Treasurer has
paid out $20,154 as the county's share
of the expenses of the Tilton-Beech-

trial. This does not include the pay of
the detailed policemen, which will foot
tip a large sum, neither does it embrace
the bill of Mr. Parker for feeding the

jury-Mr- .
Beecher's trial expenses can hard

ly he less than $7o,ooo. Mr. Tilton is
out of pocket some $lo,ooo, which
amount he will easily earn as soon as
the lecture season begins. AH told,
$14o,ooo is a moderate estimate of the

"cost of the great suit.. -

r


